236         SIXTY YEARS IN PUBLIC AFFAIRS

In his conferences with the members of his Cabinet he ex-
pressed his opinions with the greatest freedom, and, upon
discussion, he often yielded to the suggestions or arguments
of others. He was so great that it was not a humiliation to
acknowledge a change in opinion, or to admit an error in
policy or purpose.

In his intercourse with members of Congress upon the busi-
ness of the Government, he gave his opinions without reserve
when he had reached definite conclusions, but he often re-
mained a silent listener to the discussion of topics which he
had not considered maturely.

His politics were not narrow nor exclusive. He believed
in the growth of the country, and in the power of republican
ideas. He was free from race prejudice, and free from
national jealousy, but he believed in the enlargement of our
territory by peaceful means, in the spread of republican insti-
tutions, and in the predominance of the English-speaking race
in the affairs of the world.

The spirit of philanthropy animated his politics, and the
doctrines of peace controlled his public policy.